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Robert D. Hansen 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

 

Primary Responsibilities 

 Advance Dow Corning’s Vision and strategic direction. 

 Lead Dow Corning’s global operations. 

 

Experience and Expertise 

Bob Hansen joined Dow Corning in 1982 as a cost accountant in Midland, 

Michigan. In 1988, he relocated to Brazil as regional finance manager. In that 

role, he designed and implemented a strategy to combat the region’s 

hyperinflationary economy. 

 

In 1992, Bob returned to the United States as evaluator/controller for 

Dow Corning’s Rubber Business, directing a multimillion dollar investment in 

Japan. He was then named director of Finance and Customer Service/Logistics 

for the Inter-American Area. 

 

Bob became manager of the South America Region in 1996, with direct 

responsibilities for regional commercial and operational activity. Under his 

leadership, South America became the fastest growing region within  

Dow Corning. After serving as Global Fluids product line manager and Global 

Procurement director, Bob was named executive director of the Global 

Construction Industry Group. As a member of the Global Commercial Council, 

he co-led the development of Dow Corning’s solutions strategy to better enable 

the company to meet customer needs, exactly. In 2002, he was named 

European president and oversaw Dow Corning’s organization, operations and 

governance in that area. 

 

Bob played a key role in the creation and design of the innovative and highly 

successful XIAMETER® brand offering – a web-based business model 

designed for customers who want efficiency in purchasing high quality 

products at market-driven prices. He also led the development of a new 

business strategy for the global construction industry that resulted in a strong 

growth portfolio and increased market penetration, after almost a decade of 

declining growth. Bob was named vice president and general manager of the 

Core Products Business in 2005 and was subsequently named executive vice 

president. He became president in 2010 and chief executive officer in 2011. 
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Dow Corning (dowcorning.com) 

provides performance-enhancing 

solutions to serve the diverse needs of 

more than 25,000 customers worldwide. 

A global leader in silicones, silicon-

based technology and innovation,  

Dow Corning offers more than 7,000 

products and services via the company’s 

Dow Corning® and XIAMETER® 

brands. Dow Corning is equally owned 

by The Dow Chemical Company and 

Corning, Incorporated. More than half of 

Dow Corning’s annual sales are outside 

the United States. Dow Corning’s global 

operations adhere to the American 

Chemistry Council’s Responsible Care® 

initiative, a stringent set of standards 

designed to advance the safe and secure 

management of chemical products and 

processes.  

Education 

Bachelor of Science in business administration: Valparaiso University. 

 

External Representation 

Bob serves on the Board of Directors of Junior Achievement, Central Michigan 

Chapter, the Board of Directors of Valparaiso University, and the Midland 

County United Way board. 

 

Guiding Principle 

Get the best people possible in key leadership positions. Be there to serve and 

support them – and you will have outstanding business success. 


